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EDITORIAL 


I hope everyody had an enjoyable Christmas and a happy start to 
the new year. The editorial team has produced another newsletter 
packed with news, fetures and photos. It is pleasing to see that 
Gospyan's are sending contributions for the newsletter. The 
last feature was submitted by two Gospyan's ("The adventures of 
Kostas Keftedas") This time we have an anonymous author, who we 
thank for your contribution. 


The 1987/88 Editorial Team 


Father Constantine Ldtakis.....................04. ea eee ats .Patron 
Venesa Conomos/Luke Comino..................06. re ee .Editors 
TVD USCS oy shied bel a he ncn tole ee Christine Kourere. Maria Lentakis 


Other Assistants ....Spiro Conomos, Michael Levonis, Maria Lakis 
. -Eve Londy, John Kaskabas, Isodia Symmons, 


ST VYLIANOS 
By God's Mercy Archbishop of Australia 
To all Clerdy and the faithful of our Archdiocese 


bifeateds 


Brother - concelebrants and children in the Lord, 


Following the sacred cycle of the ecclesiastical 
year, we are called once again this year to celebrate the 
epiphany of the Loxd in the flesh. Yet we cannot claim that with 
the vearly repetition of this most significant feast the mystery 
of God's incarnation hecomes any less “strange” and “wondrous” for 
our mind. Perhaps we should confess precisely. the opposite, namely 
that the more we celebrate anew this unheard anniversary, the more 
inconceivable hacomes the depth of this condescension of God. 

For, learning more every year about human nature -especially as 
it has become after the fall and Aisohelience- we are constantly 
surprised at God's boundless tolerance and charity. , 


However, if we cannot understand the how of the 
incarnation, yet we have been taught its why: the common teaching 
of all the Church Fathers is that the incarnation of God primarily 
aims at the divinisation of man hv grace. But before theosis there 
is the re-formation of man which implies a real recreation of. human 
nature} 


If through disobedienca man became from a son of 
God a slave of sin, it means that the desired good that has heen 
lost is the much spoken of freedom. This is why there is perhaps 
no way more. worthy of God in which to honour the great day of 
gi et than to consider once again briefly the concept of frr2e4om 
n Christ. 


Of course all ideologies and all political rartias 
in East ani West talk exceedinglv of freedom, just;as they speak 
about justice and peace with ‘the same enthusiasm. Yat it is known 
that with these same names a different response appears each time. 


That Christian freedom is entirely different fron 
that which the various liberating movements in the world seek is 
immediately understood with a brief cémnarison: the liberators 
of the world, starting from the so-called "human rights", call to 
protests, to spectacular movements, aven to revolution, as any 
supporters as possible in order to achieve these benefits. On tho 
contrary, Christ calls each of us in a completely peacaful way to 
remember not rights but obligations. He calls us to remamber tnat 
we already possess within us frecafom, and we simply need to practise 
it in order to bacome worthy of the cift. It is not an unknown 
freedom, for which who knows how much human bloost is she? each time. 
It is the freedom with which "Christ has freed us”, as St Paul 
underlines (Gal.5:1). This royal freedom of the spirit was achieved 


once for all by Christ with His bloot, for all neonle ane for all 
created nature. 


In the human liberating movements there always are 
winners and losers. In Christ's freedom there are only winners, 
because all are from the beqinning equally sacred, provided they 
repent and are incorporated in the mystery “kept silent for long 
ages" (Rom.16:25). 


The first Adam, | starting from tho unterstanding | 

of “rights”, seized in: order to fill his hunger and met with death. 
The second Adam, Christ, "though he was in the form of God, ‘did not 
‘count equality with God a thing. to be grasped, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant...an‘d became cbedient unto death, even 
death on a cross" (Phil.2:6-8). 

Christ does not begin from the concept of "rights" but of “gifts”, 
This is why He is life and giver of life. Whoever speaks of rights, 
presupnoses an emptiness within him, a poverty that makes him rage 
and revolt. Whoever speaks of gifts recognises within himself a 
fullness and is humbled, therefore seeking to do good out of 
Gratitude: "What shall we render to- ‘the Lord for all His benefits 
to us?" (Psalm 116: 12). 


Let us Christians at least begin from Christ's 
endless fullness to bring some optimism to the anxiety and nain in 
the world. Amen. 

Feast of the Nativity of Christ, 1937 


With fervent prayers to the Born Christ, 


Archbishop 6 sv y L pk Nos 


bof hl bs ble ats 


P.S. To be read ‘at the Liturgy “c On “the ae of the nativity of Christ. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT VENESA CONOMOS 


I trust you all had a very happy and healthy christmas season (did we 
see you at church?) Along with the excitement of the new year comes 
Gospya's 1988 functions. 


Our Christmas part at “Hot Gosspit” was a great success and all who 
attended had a great time. Future functions include a taverna night 
which is to be held in late January, at ‘Fridays’ and our traditional 
Valentines Day taverna night which is to be held in February at ‘Hot 
Gossip'. 


We have been planning a tennis day for quite a while - a few hitches 
have’ slowed us down though. Our social chairman Michael Comino is now 
well and truly back from Greece (although his soul lingers) and is 
working on getting this day, which has always been met with favour 
and support under way. 


Gospya's annual general elction is held each year in early March. 
I urge you all to consider being a part of the Gospya executive 


committee in 1988. Don't be afraid to get involved and show your 
support for the Southside Parish. It is a worthwhile experience and 
remember, everyone has something good to contribute - if they want tec! 


Positions include President, Male Vice President, Female Vice President 
Secretary, Treasurer, Fellowship Chairman, Social Chairman, Sports 
Chairman and Membership Officers. Even if you feel you don't want to 
be on the committee but want to det involved you can be on any sub- 
committees in the areas of sport, social and fellowship, This can 

be alot of fun, and believe me, you really get to meet heaps of 
people. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND BLECTIONS. 


G.O.S.P.Y.A's AGM and elections will commence immediately after 
the church service in the old church hall (upstairs) on Sunday 
6th March. This AGM will have a lot of nostalgia attached to it 
as it will be our last AGM in the old hall. 


Below is a nomination form in which Gospyen's can be nominated 
for a position on the executive of G.0.S.P.Y.A. All Gospyan's 
should seriously considér running on the crmmittee because this 
is our youth club and we are all responsible to ensure G.0.S.P.Y.A. 
remains the best youth association in Australia. So if you know 
somebody who wants to be on the G.O. S.P.Y.«A. executive then 
nominate them and if you want to be on the executive get somebody 
to nominate you! 


NOMINATION FORM 


Sc Bd NAA ae Wy oy on (Nominaton), wish to nominate 
(Nominee) for the GOSPYA committee. 

Signed (Nominatonr)....cecce cece cece ees ecee Dated 
Seconded bu...... 


THE. CHARACTERS MATHS STORY ARE REAL PEOPLE ~ THE STORY 15 BASED Of/ FACT, ONLY THE 
WAMES HAVE BEEN CHAWEED TO PRESERVE AVEWY/MITY, 
The day began lixe,any other Sunday...." S-O-P-H-I-A 1!" 


Quicker than you could say "Coming Mama," Sophia was up and about, 
cooking breakfast, washiirg the dishes, and, of course, feeding 
"Gata"! (the cat!). Little did Sophia know what the aay hac in sture 
for her. 

RRRINGGG.....- 

"Hi Sophia!" Parasxevoula's timing had, as usual, been perfect - 
Sophia was up to her elbows in flour - making spanaxopit:: ian't ali 

' that easy you know!! 
",..you going tonight?’ Paraskevoula's voice quiverc] with 
"excitement, "I can't wait - HE might be there!!" 

While her friend ade strange noises on the other exd or the 
phone ("OOH - he's so cute - I only wish I «new nis nare!"), Sophia 
remembered that there was a taverna night on tonight. 

"T don't know - who else is going?" 

"Oh, just EVERYONE will be there = you've simply got to go - 
see you there - Bye!" 

The rest of the day passed ali but too quicxly for “Sophia. 
Tespite her indifference on the phone, she realiy was looking forzard 

to tonight. After ail, Yiannis Brown might just turn up! Bees 
could only hupe! 

Sophia and Paraskevoula arrived at Sensations at 3.3 vpm. A 
quick scan of the room told Sophia that Yiannis was not tiere..... 
but wait...lurking in the corner....could it be him?? It wes! 

‘Let's dance." Why me, she thought? Just when IT spot Yieu:is, 
Giorgos Robinson has to ask me to dance. I'll grin and bear it, she 
thought, after ail, things could get worse, (7). 

, Finally, after spending almost three hours trying to vet rid 
of, Giorgos, Sophia managed to manouvre hergeif iato position. 

"Hi Yiannis," she said, careful not to sound tov enthusiastic, 
after all, she didn't vant peogle ty tala. 

_"Hi Sophia, let's dance." 

The night continued as such.....they dancea once, an& sat 
down together for five whole minutes. Py this tise, however, it was 
time to xe) one. 

7t was the next uorning - the phone was ringing - it w.s 7.15am! 
: "Congratulations, nifi to be!" 
 “WRA -'" It sas too early for Sophia. 
- "“Congraiulations - I heard that you and Yiannis uve loge." 

It was Theodora Suith - and she was serious... 

"Ah my God - who said thet????2" 

"Oh NOBODY - I don't want to Bossip, you anow - peu: te wili 
say I’m a coutsobolal!" 

"Well you can just tell whoever told you, that it's pure 
psemata - goodbye!" 

Before she coule coliect her thuucnts, sue henrau tee vanilier 


call...."S-Q-P-H-I-A !!" Yes mum, I's co:sing, she tuougnt. However, 
when she arrived at the oreakfast table, she sensed tnat soxething 
was atiiss. 

"Yjayia just rang." 

"Oh?" ° 

"Don't play dquab with me Sophia. Yiayia neard rromn Thee 
“Zoula who heard from Aspasia Franklin that you and Yiannis “rown 
have given logo!!" 

Ch no, thougret Sovnia, why me‘ 

"And, what's more, Aspasia ‘ranxiin neard it fron Kalomera 
Jones, and you know what THAT means, don't y.u???" 

Sophia didn't have the nerve to answer. 

WPHAT means that all of BRISBANE knows - that woman is 
radio 4EB Brisbane! !!!!!! Well??" 

The phone rang once more...e.e 

"Sophia, what have you been saying?" 

Tt was Yiannis. Tt “as &.30em. 


KOTSOBOL LA 
#& certain Gospyan male while in Greece last year hired a 
asoterbike on Kythera. He claimed it was for looking at all the 
Bights: but he was seen with a greek girl from Sydney on the back 
of the bike coming froma disco in the early hours of the 
morning. By the way I won't tell you who he is, but he's got dark 
@azzy haic and 1 think he sorks at the taxation department. 
fcoupleé-of our. members huve had their cars stolen. fortunately 
Moth cars were found by the police. chris Athousis’ red escort 
*~as stolen, but found again in Sydney. Goerge Pelecas’ golden 
falcon was stolen in late January at the front of the Sheraton. 
yft was located by the. police a few weeks later -on the north coast 
‘parked at a shopping centre in‘ nearly perfect condition. 
Apparently the theives used it to get to the north coast. So 
‘«@onciderate were the theives, that they covered the steering 
wheel and dash with the towel George covers the driver's eeak 
with. But the best news for George was they didn't steal his 
cassett es. | 
Meanwhile, back uit Kythera, the sight-seeing bike rider strikes 
again. This time it was claimed his bike ran out of petrol with a 
female passenger (same girl again.) in the early hours of the 
@oraing. 
GOSPYA congratulates 


LOGU couple Phillip Passaris and Debbie 
‘Savvakis. 
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SOCIAL REPORT MICHAEL COMINO 


* FPRIDAY'S 
* HOT GOSSIP 


You know whenever I have to write a social report I always get stuck 
on that opening line. Anyway, I hope all of you out there had a 
merry christmas and are looking forward to a happy new year. 


As some of you would know I've been away in Greece for 5 months and 

I would just like to say thank you to those people who kept things 
going in my absence. In particular my sub committee: Eve Londy, 
‘Hellen Collivas, Maria Lakis, and to my brother Luke and the President 
Venesa. 


Recently, we held a function at Hot Gossip which was in fact our 
christmas party. There was actually nothing too christmasy about it 
but it was a very enjoyable night. We have planned to hold further 
functions at Hot Gossip which you will find out about later in this 
report. I must mention however that Hot Gossip is in essense an over 
21's night club. For Gospya they reduce that to over 18's. So please 
note that if you got into Hot Gossip at our functions it does not 
necessarily follow that you will get in on other normal nights there. 
Further, the management noticed the excessive number of under aged 
people there so the next time we get back there, security is going to 
be a lot tighter. In fact, anywhere we .. face the same problem. 
Anyway, if anyone has any enquiries just contact me: on 8481989. 


FRIDAY'S 


We had planned this function in mid January but due to the heavy 
schedule of weddings that month we decided to hold it on January 

3lst. It will be similar to the last function we had there except 
this time we will be occupying the East Roome (Riverside Room) instead 
of the West Room. Our last function at Friday's was a great success 
and now we can take full advantage of the view of our river. Normally 
our official staring time is around 7.30pm. “However at Friday's we're 
normally set up by 6.30pm so if you want to come in early for a few 
quiet drinks you're welcome. 


HOT GOSSIP 14th February 


For our Valentines night where else! This night promises to be our 
best night yet. Also having Valentines day fall on the Sunday means 
there’s no better opportunity to spend a special night with your 
Valentine of 88. 


If you can get a group together to come in early we will be set up from 
around 6.30pm. This gives you the.chance of beating the crowd and 
getting in a few quiet drinks before the night gets moving. 


FELLOWSHIP REPORT JOHN KASKABAS 


Dear Fellowship, 

Well happy New Year! How did you survive’ the 
night that was?. I must thank all those that helped out with the 
Boxing Day picnic. It was a great day. Thank-you also to Irene, 
Olivia Stathis and Maria Lentakis for looking after the Kalandah. 
They did an excellent job along with the others who helped out 
singing. 

1988 is on us and during Expo it will be a jam packed year 


of things to do. See you at Church on Sunday and at Fel lowship. 


MEMBERSHIP REPORT SPIRO CONOMOS 


Membership fees for 1988/89 are due in March, when the GOSPYA 
elections are held. All members are current till then. GOSPYA 
will be having two ‘sign on’ Taverna Nites, January 31st at 
FRIDAYS and 14th February at HOT GOSSIP. On these nights, the $6 
entry fee will include the membership fee for 1988. The 
membership fee for anybody who cannot make either of these hights 


is $5. 


Please send details of any mistakes in names or addresses to 


GOSPYA, and thev will be corrected. 


Many birthdates are missing from GOSPYA's birthday list. If you 
wish to be included in the list (and Share the thrill of having 
your name printed in ‘Birthdays* section in each newsletter, 


send your birthdate to GOSPYA. 


SPORTS REPORT MICHAEL COMINO 


What is happening in sports? Well, we have planned a tennis 
tournament for March/April there's soccer and news of a very 
successful Gospyan touch football team. 


TENNIS 


Gospya has approached the Northside Youth concerning a tennis 
tournament planned for early '88. A venue hasn't yet been set, but 

at this stage Coops seems the most likely venue. There will be 
practices set up beginning in February - so watch your following update 
for final details. 


The tournament will follow a mixed doubles, men's doubles and female 
doubles format. It has been a while since we've had a sports day, so 
hopefully this can be seen as a step towards a revival of social/ 
sporting days. 


SOCCER 


The Gospyan soccer team is very interested in new players this season. 
It's worth pointing out the benefits of playing such a sport. It is a 
great source of fitness, and no end, of fun. Whether we win or lose, 
our prime objective is to enjoy our soccer, and there's no better way 
of doing it, than playing with good friends. 


Gospya has been very successful with its soccer team and now: we want 
to build on that success by establishing ourselves.as a true club and 
not just one team. If you are interested, don't hesitate to call me 
on 8481989 for details. 


-There will also be meeting of all those interested very shorty as we 
must register players soon. So make sure if you're interested you 
call me so I can either give you details of this meeting or at least 
take your name down. as an interested participant. 


TOUCH FOOTBALL 


Our Gospyan Touch Football team has had a great season. So far they 
remain undefeatéa going into the final. 


Actually the final will probably already have been played before this 
newsletter gets out so keep watching out next newsletter for full 
details and a player profile. 
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